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City council holds off on Complete Streets ordinance

By Gary Pullano
MyZeeland contributor

Complete Streets is
a concept with merit
that should be sup-
ported in theory, but
not necessarily with
a new city ordinance,
according to the Zee-
land City Council.

The council curbed
the idea Monday, Oct.
17, of developing an
ordinance, instead
favoring the possible
adoption of a policy.

Kathryn Gray, public
policy specialist for
Disability Network/
Lakeshore, recently
approached the city to
support the Complete
Streets initiative.

The Ottawa County
Health Department
received a $4,000 state
grant to work with
Zeeland to develop

a Complete Streets
ordinance and is
using the Disability

Network to facilitate
the project.

Zeeland council
members directed
City Manager Tim
Klunder to work
with the city’s plan-
ning commission to
develop a policy that
would determine how
the city could use
Complete Streets as a
reference point as it
continues to enhance
Zeeland’s status as a
livable and walkable
community.

Gray said Complete
Streets are achieved
when local organi-
zations and agen-
cies routinely plan,
design, construct,
re-construct, oper-
ate and maintain
the transportation
network to improve
travel conditions for
bicyclists, pedestrians
and people with dis-
abilities.

It’s a process that
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Zeeland already has

in place, works effec-
tively and should not
require an ordinance
to legitimize, several
city council members
said.

Zeeland Chief of
Police William Olney
told the council there
has not been a signifi-
cant number of acci-
dents involving bicy-
clists or pedestrians.

The city always has
followed a Complete
Streets approach, said
Mayor Pro Tem Sally
Gruppen.

“My angst is not
with the project but
with how monies are
being allocated (by
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the state) to do this,
especially since we do
this already,” she said.
“We do put safety
first, and Zeeland has
done a yeoman’s job
making things safe.
It’s already taken care
of in this city, and I
would like us to get
some credit for that.
They could have used
the money in a dif-
ferent way. Zeeland is
certainly ahead of the
curve.”

Although the state
approved Complete
Streets legislation in
2010, there is no fund-
ing specifically relat-
ed to the implemen-
tation of the concept
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other than the pos-
sibility communities
with Complete Streets
policies/ordinances
will receive bonus
points on enhance-
ment grant applica-
tions.

“I'm having a hard
time with this,” said
Councilman Kevin
Klynstra.“I ride a
bike a lot and find the
streets of Zeeland to
be very safe.”

Gray said she would
continue to commu-
nicate with the city
and work with the
Zeeland Walkability
and Liveability Coali-

tion that formed to
educate Zeeland on
Complete Streets.

“We know Zeeland
is already committed
to a walkable com-
munity, but we want
them to do more,”
Gray said.“An ordi-
nance would really
show an accountabil-
ity to the community.
We need them to take
the time to look at
their city, the oppor-
tunities they have
there to see what a
motorized and non-
motorized traffic
network should look
like.”
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