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Officials from those cities and also Grand Valley State University met
last week to discuss studying a mass fransit system between the urban
areas.

"Everyboay left there pretly excited,” Grand Haven Mayor Roger
Bergman sald. "Certainly this is something 've heard people talking
about for a long time."

‘Bergman said businesses such as Grand Haven Plastics and JSJ Com.
are interested in a mass transit system for commuting employees who
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don't have reliable transportation.

er Bergman presented the idea io the Ottawa County Planning
Commission on Monday night at the Fillmore Street Complex in Olive
Township, the group agreed to narrow the focus of its planned
$110,000 study.
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- ames Bachmeier, GVSU vice president of finance and administration,
"._aid a number of cities and groups are planning mass transii studies,
making it 2 good time to join efforts.

"This might really be the time," Bachmeier said. "We've really hit a
fortuitous time because so many entities are at the beginning of
conducting a study.”

It's also good timing, according to Bergman, because Grand Haven's
Harbor Transit bus system is in a time of fransition with the retirement
of longtime director Julie Bildner on Feb. 29.

Ottawa County Planning and Grants Director Mark Knudsen said the
county paid for a sfudy nine years ago, and decided then it was too
axpensive {0 service rural areas.

Knudsen and the county Planning Commission agreed a similar study
with an emphasis on rural areas would likely show the same high costs,
-and focusing instead on linking urban centers could provide more in-
depth information for a more feasible system.

ichmeier said bus ridership by GVSU students has skyrocketed in

| recent years, but only from Grand Rapids and the east side of the
Allendaie campus. GVSU studerniis tcok more than 1.6 million rides
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during the 2006-07 school year, up from around 88,821 rides in 2000-
01. '

Rider demographics have changed because of an increased emphasis
on the environment and the high cosis of owning and operating a
personal vehicle, Bachmeier said.

“Transit has evolved to something much broader,” he said. "More
pecpie are interested in mass transit than there used o ba.”
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